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RAF Air Cadets — mome
unanswered questons

| was rebaved to see in
Transmissions in June, that
othars had concems over
Howard Wheeldon's aride
.1 than read AVM Andy
Turners piece on Air Cadats
gt 752, whach raised similer
concams. Nowhere is there
&y explanation as to why
the situation occured that
led to the grounding of the
Air Cadats aircraft or what
lessons have been leamed.
This, | would suggest,
should be fundaments to
&an arlicle in the publication
of the body responsble

for sefting professiona
standards in asrospace.
Some of the guestions that
it would be instructive to
know answers fo:

« What was sanous enough

towarrant, in 2014, the

whole fleet of gliders

to be grounded over an

Easter week, which is one

of the Air Cadets busiest?

It must have baen more

than just a technical

fautt for the grounding fo

reman in force for many

months. There is only

& vague statement of

Sechnical chalengeas!

What had 22 Group

RAF baen doing snce

2010 when they took full

charpa?

Was a full audit of Sie fieat

conductad on Ser fransier

to the Miitary Regster and

who sgned & off?

= Where is the Miktary
Aviation Authonty in all of
this?

Thera are many more
guestions both tachnical
and organisational It is not
something that should be
hiddan behind the Offical
Secrets Act These are
simple ¥aining sircraft
being usad by school
chidren and fiown by
volunteers. There may ba
lessons here for the wider
general srcraft community.
Parhaps AVM Turnar

v—
might ke to invile the Hybrid airships — a fundamental flaw?
aocgtys Airworthenass and | read the arficle -
aniznance Group to look the . §
into it There is certainly the mﬁ m‘" “'b
expertise within the Socety W
and he could well ieam "“”"""""“’"’“.""’" &
much of value. Howeves, conceming hybrid sirship
| also suggest that the Mwm
Socety needs to mantain mwmm“m‘
its leading pubbicason mm
as one that upholds its ""’a """9"’| “"-b':'
key value of mpraving m
professional standards and or to perform insufficiently
not as a8 way of promoting "bmbm
single ponts of view. mqm'm
winessed soma of this
first hand as the program Avtists of the HAV Arlander bybrid ar used
Roger Caesley MRAeS Frn piy concept i “J::l‘ *Pbﬂl'
MM Mmmwm»wam
Buccaneer and HUDs - mmm
the saga continues in 2006, Iater in incusky al@iﬁsﬂiﬁﬂﬁk all the while.
with advanced hybrid the good naws but despite witdjnmucilwud.
in the May editicn, Francis concepts, as agovemment 3 ona programme after payioad may be removed
Winiteha®s latter quite consultant to high altituide  ancther has faled to delver.  and th ybrid airship wil
reasonably draws attantion surveilance airships and Amost imporiant issue again be neutrally buoyant
to the mis-atiribusion in lasty asauthorfoabock  wasidentifedby Thomas ~ Howewe, flight ke an
tie article Aview oa ke Onadvanced sirship Brandt, CEO at the Zeppelin  aircraftwill come wigh al
of the Buccaneer HUD to o ) NT sirship company the drag issues assodated
BAE Systems. Uniortunately  1he remarkable thing shout  in Germany who was with sircraft fight and also,
fhe letter gves credit for lighter-than-sir technology ~ reportad 1o say that, unti the key aiship values of
#his pioneering piece of BMMMM someons soes the it zero-speed verbical flight
aquipment o the wrong m'ﬂm ballast fachrical problem, and hover capabiiy are
compary, Ferrarti Defence Wit an'anf-gravity'matend  logstics arships cannotbe  fost ~ theve are likely fo be
Systems Ferranti certainly mnhmhmdoﬂn conceptualy viable. By this, with confrol
developed tha successtul atmosphere An sircraft hewas saying, @ notionally  Itis the intenBion of hybnid
Biue Parrot radar and generates ift from fhewing  4Dtons payload istemoved  airships to employ tail
assooatad systems but incurs induced drag from a logistics airship, surface and thrust vecioring
which provided output to whie an sirship simpyy floats  instantly it is 40fons lighter  to achiave nose-up fig
e head-up display, but without any fuel use. Both and uniess compensatorly  configuraon in the heay’
the HUD itself — pilofs arosfisndairshipsmust  reballasted or tethered (s state However, safely
generatos - was developed  Joward fightbutthe arshic  rapidly. Many recent bybrid ~ above. control challenges,
and provided by Rank netfuelusagecenbeless  arships daimtohavasobed  drag and & host of ciher
Cinted from the outset of because i does not need ihis problem by fiying the unknowns certainly pose
#e project in the 1850s. toexpand fueitosusising  aiship in & heaw' state, substantial risk in the.
Rank Cinial, then basad Hlight altitude. Additionally, essentialy ke a winged development of
in Puriey Way, Croydon, should an sircraft ose arcraft, except that lift is airships. Se, not to rain
glongside the oid Croydon engines and be imagined daimed to be generaiad on anyone’s parade and |
Airport, grew from Cinema £o come to a stop, wing by forward speed airflow. wish hybrid sirship efforts
Television Lid— TV fiftwould disappear and & Operating ke a fixed-wing ~ well but | do not think that
poneer John Logie Beirds | would drop out of fe sky: arcraft, this hybeid airship fundamental problems have
company — better known a buoyant arship, on the must take-off, maintan been sohed.
equipment. This part of fo float in vertical flight For ~ genaraing serodynamic i#t Phillip Hunt FRAeS
Rank Cirted was acqurad in
1963 by Hliott Automation
of Rochester, who into BAE Systams | worked the Buccanesar systam the now ubiquitous ‘HULD
congnued HUD production for Rank Cintel and EA with aMeteor NF11; acronyrn took over from
for Buccaneer, and s from 1962-65, as fight then at Lossiemouth on ‘PEEF (piofs electronic
davelopment for TSR2 EA tnals engineer supporing a dewalopmental hybd eyelevel presenistion) in the
was subsequenty taken over  the HUD, first based at Buccaneet/TSR2 HUD early 1960=
by English Elecinc in 1667 RAE West Freugh with the nstaled in a2 B08 Squadron
and eventually subsumed Ferran® tsam davelopng Bucceneer. Inodantsly, John Goddard MRAeS
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